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PASSING The FHelo

By Andy Powell

Yamaha's PAS 300
portable powerhouse
rocks the house

first saw the Yamaha PAS 300
system displayed at the Summer
NAMM show in Austin Texas
this past summer. While the
Yamaha rep was showing me
all the features (sound quality, mini
multi use mixer) | was sitting there
dreaming of all the uses a mobile
DJ use for this awesome system.
So Yamaha was gracious enough
to send me a new Yamaha PAS 300
system for review. | also ordered
the custom made suitcase for the
Yamaha PAS 300 which comes
separate than the system but a great
value at (insert cost). To start with
just the looks of and ease of the PAS
300 sets it apart from all other small
systems. It came with 2 speakers, a
4 channel mixer that mounts neatly
in the back of one of the speakers,
power cords and speaker cords.
Designed perfectly by the Yamaha
research and development team. The
extra purchase of the suitcase holds
everything very compact and snug,
insuring nothing gets damaged
during transport. The suitcase has
great wheels and a pull up handle
for easy pull behind transport. The
suitcase also has additional pockets
for any additional cords you may
need.

Outside Sound

The first test | had for the Yamaha PAS 300 was
to provide ceremony sound set outside on

the 18th hole of a golf course with 150 guests,
For this event | needed to provide intro music,
microphone for a soloist and sound for the
justice of the peace ceremony. | arrived a little
earlier never having used the system before

to allow enough time for testing for the judge
and soloist. Once | located a power source | was
setup in 10 minutes...no kidding! Plugged the
external CD player into 1 of the channels and 2
wireless mics for the judge and soloist and | was
ready to rock n roll. The sound of the soloist and
the judge couldn’t have more perfect for that
very special event. Even with a little wind the
guest had no problem in hearing the vows or
the ever important“l DO The speakers are very
compact but are very deceiving in the sound
quality and loudness. IN speaking with some of
the guests and family members afterwards they
were all impressed with the sound and had no
complaints.

The speakers were able to be “hidden”in
this setting and still provide quality sound. Their
look is classy and sleek enough to be set out front
of the event as needed. The cords for my event
were long enough to accommodate this situation
and even had some cord to spare.

Arriving in Style

Next event was for a Grand Entrance that was
to be performed in the lobby area of a local
hotel where the bride and groom and wedding
party were coming down a elevator to their
“intro” music and then down a walk way into a
cocktail area. Having worked this particular hotel
several times previous | had asked about the
huge 14 floor indoor waterfall that separated
the elevators...were they going to have that
turned off so the guests would be able to hear
the intro?? | was informed that it would cost the

bride 250.00 additional to have the waterfall
shutoff and | was just going to need to improvise.
Working for a multi-op service we have all kinds
and styles of speakers that could handle this
event but, | wanted to test out the Yamaha PAS
300.

| get there and set up within 10 minutes and
run test sound. Setting the speakers as far apart
as | could stretch the cords. | ask a member of
the hotel staff to stand across the open area as |
tested out the PAS 300 for loudness and quality,
without distortion. During practice | had more
than room to move on the mix for sound.

Then the 350 guests started arriving...the
sounds of laughter, partying and drinking
are filling the air. My cocktail music is loud
enough but not overbearing. My palms are
sweating...the bridal parties have arrived and
they are sneaking up a back stair way up 6 flights
of stairs in preparation of their descent via the
elevator. | meet them in the back hallway and
line them up....go back down stairs and load
the music needed into my CD player....l crank
the Yamaha Pas 300 to critical mass thinking
the flux capacitor was going to take me back to
the future,....I calmly announce...Ladies and
Gentleman and honored guest.....if | could please
have your attention and invite to all look above
as the wedding party is going to descend on
us | want you to make some NOISE. ...| hit Sirius
by the Alans Parsons Project as | announce the
wedding party...hit Zombie Nation by Kraftwerk
to announce the bride and groom and the room
erupts into pandemonium.

The Yamaha Pas 300 totally exceeded
expectations my announcements were crisp and
clean with no distortion. What a unit! | was able
to tear down in the same amount of time and get
into the dining hall for all my announcements,
etc. MSRP: $699, www.yamaha.com/proaudio



